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Below are a group of the School Safety{Patrolbffftj‘.:ers; wéar{ng their
official belts, receiving instructions at police headquarters from Com- RS
missioner Hopkins, Captain Payne and Chief' Pszanowskl, .=
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By ALLAN KOHAN
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“The safety of the Omaha school
children depends entirely upon our
school boys' safety patrol, and with-
out 1t, the police department would
be confronted with a grave traffic
problem  JOHMN HOPKINS,
Commissioner of Police.
MATIA was the firgt city in the
United States to have a school-
boyy’ safety patrol, Today, 825
citles, many of them much larger than
Omaha, have organtzations
after the orviginal psspesmpememsmrers
SHOR TG e G
here. L e
Yet It wag only *'l“i SAER i
nine years ago that 5t
the experiment was
started, with six
bovys at the old
Farnam school at
Park avenue and 3% {§
Farnam street. Sy e
The Omaha school SEEEET ™
hoys' safely patrol
has grown In thodo
voeuarg to an organ-
ization of more
than twe thousand
boyd, It no longery
i3 an expeoriment,
Pollce Commis-
stoner John Hop- .
king declares it "Ts Marie C.
an inatitution, tried and true; to live
forever with the clty.,” And adds: "It
is a9 {mportant as the other various
bursaus of the police department.,”
A8 a result of this organization, po-
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From a Squad of Six Boys Nine
Ago, the School Safety Patrol Has
Grown to an Organization of 825
Young Officers an‘d'-Ha'éBeen Cép-ied |
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by Many Other Cities

lice records disclose that accidents to glrI of GHer grief stricken mother, a

school children while on their way to
and from school, in the vicinily of

school bulldings, have been diminished .

to a point where in some years there
haa not been a single accident.

‘ Motorists Co-operate,
It was difficult at first to get the
public to obey the signals of the boys.

"They weore laughed at and scorned

then,” relates Chief of Police Pszanow-
ski, “but today, the motorists are co-
operating 100 per cent.”

“I remember the many accidents to .

school children prior to 1923,” the chief
gocs on, "One In particular, I will al-
ways remember, I was on my way to

the police siation. There was a large

crowd gathered in front of Farnam
school. I hrushed through the orowd.
On the street lying in a.‘pool -of blood
was the lifeless body of a golden-haired

young. .woman, driven to hysteria by

the sight in front of her, was. madly
atfempting to tear away from several
men who held her, to fall to the pave-

ment by the side of her daughter.
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Years
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'“It was an unavoidable accident, too,

- ¢4There Weremany such g‘rief .- Stl‘lck-
en parents as the one I saw that day
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While the safety patrol officer holds back the
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~crossing in safety at a busy intersection,

department fully, She is still a Staunch

supporter of the patrol. Not one of the

tots sent to her. schools has récelved
an injury while going to and Irom
gchool, N - -
* Teaches Patriotism.

It was Miss Wetzel who chose the
first six boys assigned to patrol duty,
These same six boys are sald by Cap-
tain Payne to be driving automobiles
today and up to the present time not

ohe has ever been arrested for a viola-
tion of a fraffic rule, -

‘“These boys of the safety patrol are
our future citizens,” points out Com-
missioner Hopking, ‘“They will maka
good citizens too, They sympathize
with the traffic laws, The hoys are

friends of the police department—and

only that which s patriotic and good
{s being taught them.* o

In appreciation of their work, Com-
missioner  Hopkins has arranged that
the members of the patrol be admitted

free to all football games In the city,

He is attempting now {o arrange for
them a whole day’'s outing at Ldncoln,

" a visit to the governor, the state capi-
tol, the state institutions, and a Ne-

bragka university football game,
-Medals are given by the'police de-
partment for unugual devotion to duty

~and .‘bravery. Such honor was be-
stowed by Chief of Police Pszanowski
on Jack Knutson, a student in West.

Bengon school in 1929 and to Edwin
Riggs, coblored, a student of Howard
Kennedy school this year,

Two Lives Saved,

;'-r'* Jack Knutsen was awarded a medal
~for unusual attention to a crippled hoy

of the Hattie B, Munroe Home for Con-

valescent Children, RKach day Jack
‘would go to the home and carry the

,'f-fcr'ippled'la‘d to school, One day Jack

in front of the Farnam school, The po-

problem ‘which called for immediate so?
lution.” S

- Henry W, Dunn, then commigsioner
of police, called a special conference to
devise ways and means of protecting
the -school children, | |

- . Success from First,

‘lice department was confronted with-a -

Present ' at the conference held in

Dunn's offices, were the late George M,

Carey, head of the safety council of
the Omaha Chambher of Commerce; the
late Chicf of Police Michael F, Demp-
sey, Chief of Police Pszanowski, then

Looking the Papers Over . . . with Erick et &5 it h i

The political weather prophets are
predicting a heavy frost for somebody
on November &,

You don't hear much about the pro-
hibition presidential candidate. Maybe
he's that forgotten man.

HOOVER ASKS CHILD
LAROR BE ELIMINATED

—Headline,

Having already eliminated the other
Kkind, as one might add, ~ -

L

The boss of the Washington basaball
team fired Walter Johngon as manager
bacause of his "frigid manner.” Ivi-
dently he didn’'t consider old Walt so

CITATION (APA STYLE)

Reversing the Usual Role,”
GEESH AND DUCK |

SHOOT SUNDAY
I-—Cumlng; County (Neb.) Damoorat.

\

‘There are two sides to everything ex-
cept. a world's deries ball game in

which the Chicugo Cubs are con-.

tenders.

Four years ago Charley Curtis found
the voters “dumb.” Now they seem to
be deaf as well.

Toupe manufacturers seem to bhe -

mixed up in a good deal of skukeug-
gory, | '

Tt . s -

reau, and the police reporters of tha
Omaha newspapers. - |

It was Carey who ‘suggested the
‘8chool boys' safety patrol,

Farnam school was selected to he

tor trafflc was the heaviest near it.

- This was bhefore Dodge street had been

~organized first due to the fact that mo-

made an arterlal highway and many

automobile drivers chode Farnam street
because of its width. '

From the time the safety patrol hoys
took charge until the building was
closed a few. years ago, thers was not a
single accident! |

.
b

Marle C. Wetzel. then princlpal of .

Farnam school and now head of Jack-
son school, co-operated with the police

5\

-

(1932, October 16). Omaha World-Herald, p. 40. Available from NewsBank: America's News - Historical and Current: https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&docref=image/v2:1106B5BBD4B623A8@EANX-NB-1362DCC2597AE72D@2426997-135DAA063662AF5C@39-135DAA063662AF5C@.

© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrig hted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.

slipped -on the 'stairway. As he fell
backward, he dropped the boy on a safe
landing, but he himself fell -‘back, re-
celving a broken arm.,

- Edwin Riggs dashed into the street

and snatched a child from ths path:ot

an oncoming truck,

Ten schools had patrols the year fol-

lowing the .experiment at Farnam
- school, These- algo: proved successful,
~The third year every school in the city
was organized,

But it was not a simple matter to

- ptart the patrol, Many times hoys ran

into the Farnam school, tears stream-
ing down their checks, to weep upon

the shoulders of Miss Wetzel.

“A man called me a dirty copper,”
one lad told the principal, *just because
I warned him not to speed passed the
schoolhouse "

Sacrifice Playtime.,

“The scoffers did not realize that
these boys were protecting lttle chlil-
dren,” says Chief Pszanowskl, “They
did not know that those hoys were giv-
ing up their play time to stand in the

-street and escort little tots safely from

one side of the street to another. Those
boys had to he at school earlier and re-
main longer than the rest. They liked
to play with the rest of the hoys, but
a patriotic devotion kept them on duty.
The mothers and fathers of children
who go. each day to and from school

- owe the safety patrol boys a pe\rmanent
debt of gratitude.”

~ The first work of -org‘anization was
assigned to Captain Payne. With the

aid of Carey, Payne drilled the six boys

into the rouline of their duties. ¥ach

year as the work demanded more men,

other members of the department were
assigned to the task of forming patrols
until even Assistant Chief of Police

George Allen, Inapector of Police Bert

Thorpe, and Inspector of Detectived
Ben I, Danbaum were enlisted in the
work, = |

Kach school's patrol has a captain,
lieutenant, sergeant, and corporal, Xach
school principal sélects a teacher to
supervige the patrol and it is entirely
up to the heads of the Iindividual
schools to make promotions and demo-
tions. '

Song Writer Discovered Re p catedly

]osep}: MJ'tcheIiwritqsin the New duce s musical comedy, That's what

York World-Telegram: | _
NN (“Rain on the Roof”’) Ronell,

woman from Omaha, who writes

'-"EOnEﬁ about weeping willows, rain, and

. s nmrn

baby's birthday party and is proud of

. it, explained today the manner in which

she. was discovered, First George
Gershwin discovered. her. Then Vin-
cent Youmans discovered her, Then

Irving Berlin heard her “Willow Weep
for Me,"” and waasted no time in discov-

ering her, - L
“Looks as if I'm always discovered
by somchody,” sald Miss Ronell, *It's

~all so amusing. I was music editor of
the Radcliffe College Magazine—did 1

tell you?~and I came to New York to
interview George Gershwin, I showed
him some of my songs and he became
interested in me: He discovered me and
I practically became-his protegee, Well,
I really did become his protege,
“Then Vincent Youmans discovertcd
me. He signed me up to write some
songs for him. He was goin’g' to pro-

~ an extremely musical’ young

I really want to do, I wouldn’t care to
~write anything symphonic like tha

‘KRhapsody in Blue.'

“Then Irving Berlin heard my willow
song. He discovered me and used my
willow weep on the radio. He's the
latest person to discover me. If you
want to you can say that I've been

discovered by the best people.”

Miss Ronell's first songs were
“Baby's -Birthday Party,” “Candy Pa-
rade” and “Rain on the Roof.” She
doesn't know exactly why she started
writing popular songs. She belleves i%
“just happened,” | .

Absent-Minded?

Phoney Dispateh {0 The World-Hernld,
Faketown,

cars, these children are

Neh.—Charlie Pinkham:
lias entered one of his hens in The
Faketown Clarion’s contest to find the
most absent-minded citizen. Charlie
says the hen never yet has found things
where she lald them.
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